	      Topic
	    BRITAIN
	       CHINA
	     RUSSIA
	      MEXICO
	    NIGERIA  
	    IRAN

	Type of Regime/System
	1)Unitary:
-FUSION of L.E.G. powers are merged, including Commons, Lords, and Monarch (power can only be devolved to sub- national governments by the central government; no constitutional provision)
…… “quasi-federal system” since Tony Blair’s Labour  government (1997-2007) devolved power to Scottish Parliament, assemblies in Wales and Northern Ireland as well as locally elected mayors in many major British cities (London, etc).
2)constitutional monarchy
 -monarch is head of state with mostly ceremonial power…no power to govern

-head of government is Prime Minister

3) British or Westminster model of government:

-system originally had parliamentarian sovereignty (Parliament can make or overturn any law…executive, judiciary, and throne can not restrict, veto, or overturn parliamentary action…

sovereignty has been compromised by EU law and ECJ, which can veto or have judicial review of British law) , parliamentary democracy (chief executive is answerable to the legislature and may be dismissed by it through vote of “no confidence), 


	-Unitary System

-Communist System ( a system of social organization based on common ownership and coordination of production); unitary system: run by the CCP
Political scientists refer to the Chinese system as “fragmented authoritarianism”. Explain what this means.  This model recognizes that China is still fundamentally an authoritarian state and is far from being a democracy in which public opinion, party competition, media scrutiny, and independent interest groups have an impact on policy decisions, BUT it does take into account that power in China has become much more dispersed, or fragmented than it was during the Maoist era, and sees policy evolving as not only from commands above, but also as a complex system of cooperation, conflict, and bargaining among political actors at various levels…decentralization has given provincial and local governments a lot more clout in the policy process…economic development has led to growing influence of NGOs, media, and non-party members within the policy making loop.


	- Asymmetrical federalism is when subnational governments  have greater and lesser powers than others because of  clientilism

-Soft Authoritarianism: 

Political control in which a combination of formal and informal mechanisms ensure the dominance of a ruling group or dominant party, despite the existence of some forms of political competition.
-Duel executive: a system wherein both a President and Prime minister hold executive power.

Illiberal democracy
- because media is severely curtailed/persecuted for criticizing the government, AND elections are not BOTH fair and free (sometimes on or the other)


	-Federal Republic since the Constitution of 1917.

-1980s and 1990s Mexico starting democratizing in a very noticeable way. Though its authoritarian tendencies are not fully removed, they are diminished greatly


	-Since the Fourth Republic (1999 to present) Nigeria has been a federal state, with 36 states united by a central government in the capital city of Abuja.
-Presidential system because the president is the head of state and the head of government.

- Nigeria is a unitary regime in practice
	-Iran is a mixture of theocracy and democracy (hybrid regime); it is a political system based on both clerical authority and popular sovereignty, on the divine right of the clergy and the rights of the people. THAT SAID it is best identified as a Theocracy (defined as A state dominated by clergy, who rule on the grounds that they are the only interpreters of God’s )

-Iran is a constitutional republic, but also an Islamic republic, placing theocratic institutions of the religious leadership above the elected republican institutions in a supervisory role.

-Also: Iran is a unitary regime in practice as are Nigeria, UK, and China

-Iran is authoritarian, but not totalitarian



	Political Culture

(Historic reasons & Impact of…)

	-tradition of democracy has created a very free society 

-WAS characterized by trust, deference to authority, and pragmatism,

BUT now is characterized by new social movements such as feminism, antinuclear activism, and environmentalism

-identities based on race, gender,, ethnicity, and sexual orientation have gained significance
	(from Toyin): history of emphasis on ultimate control of the CCP- leaders realize that most ost citizens are skeptical of such ideology now

strong sense of nationalism promoted by the government- used in place of communist ideology but not-so-subtly suggests that only the CCP can lead China to reclaim its rightful place in the world order; allows CCP to push agenda through without resistance

Critical Junctures:

- Sun Yat-sen leads Revolution that overthrows 2000 year old imperial system (Emperor) that establishes the Republic of China MAKE SURE TO HAVE STUDENTS DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN A COUP D ETAT AND A REVOLUTION…coup from within the government  and revolution from outside (i.e. the people)

-1927-1949; Nationalists under Chiang Kai Shek and Communists under Mao Zedong; Communists win; new political entity: The People’s Republic of China
Mao becomes first leader in 1934…formally elected chairman in 1943
Communist regime established in 1949
“Great Leap Forward”: one of the most extreme, bizarre, and eventually catastrophic episodes in 20th political history. Utopian effort to speed up the country’s development so rapidly that China would catch up with Britain and the U.S. in just a few years…sought to propel China into almost complete communism in which t here would be economic and social equality; irrational policies, poor management, wasted resources, suppression of any dissent, and bad weather produced a famine in rural areas that claimed at least 40 MILIION lives. Industrial depression followed the collapse of agriculture and China suffered a terrible economic setback.

Tiananmen Square Massacre of 1989: Causes=  students and intellectuals wanted more freedom and people discontented over see the massive amount of corruption and high inflation; Effects= army used to clear protesters in Tiananmen Square ; unknown but large number of deaths 


	-Russia (pre-USSR): monarchy/strong-man tradition

USSR created tradition of authoritarianism/ strong-man charismatic political leaders. USSR had free healthcare, child benefits, disability pensions, free education, and provided jobs for life.

Influence of democratic and free-narket reforms by Gorbachev and Yeltsin (pretty disastrous as it was “too much, too soon”)


	-Mexico is a federal republic , borne out of two major revolutions: 1) independence from Spain in 1821 after 300 years under Spanish rule; and 2) In 1911 a military dictatorship was removed, beginning Mexico’s transition to constitutional republicanism.

-Authoritarianism did not end in 1911, however, as the PRI (Institutional Revolutionary Party) came to control every aspect of the political process for almost the whole 20th century.

-1980s and 1990s: transition begins away from one-party authoritarianism to democracy and increasingly, real federalism (sharing of power between federal and state governments) is the norm now.

Components of Mexican Political Culture:

1)Populism and celebration of revolution.

2) Authoritarianism has been a long tradition (under the Spanish in the early 16th century on thru Porfirio Diaz’s dictatorship in the late 19th/early 20th century, and finally with the PRI for most of the 20th century.

3)Catholicism: except for a brief anti-Catholic backlash in the 1920s and 1930s, the Catholic Church remains a strong force in Mexican politics (no abortion and traditional marriage are two major precepts).

4) Patron-Clientelism: people at the top (in the PRI)  in the central government trade favors to regional leaders for support. Benefits were to everyone in an elite position. By-products were corruption and authoritarianism

5) Mexicans are united by the Spanish language as 99% of Mexicans speak it.

-So, once again, authoritarianism and patron-clientelism are the basic themes of Mexican history from Spanish Colonial Rule (1519-1821) through Independence (1810-1911), and the Revolution of (1910-1934) and the establishment of the PRI.

*Characteristics of the “Porifriato” (1876-1911)(long dictatorship of Porfirio Diaz: stability, economic growth, and inequality between the elites and the peasants.

***Mexico’s history in the 20th century is largely characterized by the establishment of authoritarian one-party rule by the PRI, following by a gradual transition to democracy that culminated with the first opposition party victory in a presidential election in 2000  (Vincente Fox of the PAN party). PRI acted as a massive patron-client network.
-Mexico is in transition from a long history of authoritarianism and corporatism (a state in which interest groups are an institutionalized part of the state structure. Mexico has made remarkable progress in building a political culture in which citizen input is significantly significant to political outcomes.
	-Nigeria achieved independence from Britain in 1960, but since then the military has been the only truly national institutional force uniting the country.
-Frequent military coups that have not delivered on promises of free and fair and corruption-free elections.

_ Nigeria has had and still has as one of its greatest policy concerns, the problem of building a national identity from a large number of diverse and conflicting groups, who have little in common with one another (ethnic and religious groups).
-Nigeria is the only country in the Comparative Government curriculum that begs the “national question” (i.e. should Nigeria continue to try and be a country?).
There is little that unites Nigeria’s citizens as a nation other than the history of British colonialism, and the struggle to remain united since independent.
COMPONENTS of Nigerian Political Culture:
1) patron-clientelism: no countries in Comparative Government have patron-clientelism problems as badly as Nigeria. Nigeria even has its own name for it: “prebendalism”:  refers to political systems where elected officials, and government workers feel they have a right to a share of government revenues, and use them to benefit their supporters, co-religionists and members of their ethnic group. The term is commonly used to describe the patterns of corruption in Nigeria. This plays a role in Nigerian politics in which tribal loyalty supersedes any obligation to the state or public, and winning power in public office comes with massive economic benefits.
2) ethnic and religious conflict (historic reasons): 

Although ethnic conflict has had a long tradition in Nigeria, but when the British created an economic system that gave out benefits based on “competitions” among the ethnic groups for production, the rivalry and conflict among them was further intensified. 
As early Nigerian nationalism (British colonialism being the catalyst for this) developed the idea of independence, in the north it was largely based on Islamic ideals of home rule, and in the south it was focused on European enlightenment ideals. These differences of opinion further heightened the regional divide.  Today the Muslim north and the Christian south is increasingly the basis of political conflict and electoral behavior.
3) Nigerians have a rather lively and independent civil society, but many impoverished Nigerians lack the ability or inclination to participate in it, as they are concerned about more pressing needs in their daily lives.
-Nigeria’s political history since independence can be characterized as unstable, alternating between attempts at constitutional democracy and intervention by the military through frequent coups d’etat.    
Political history:

-Colonialism under British (1860-1960).  

-Independence and the First Republic: government structure was based on the British parliamentarian system.

-1966 to 1979: military government

Second Republic: 

Government structure based on American federalism and presidential system.
-Third Republic: lasted 3 months then the military intervened, with one military leader stealing about $5 billion from the Nigerian treasury.

-Fourth Republic (1999 to present):
Sets up current system of federalism.
	-Islam has remained tied to the state for most of Iran’s history, and is certainly one of the strongest bonds holding the people together.

-Shari’ah law contains principles governing politics, economics, crime and punishment, and regulation of personal behavior regarding sexuality, hygiene, diet, and prayer.

-The clerical interpretation of Shari’ah has functioned as the supreme law of the land.

Critical juncture: occurred in the 16th century (in what is now Iran) that is still reverberating dramatically to the present day in the Middle East and in the world:  Safavid Dynasty conquered the territory that is now Iran and forcibly converted their subjects to Shi’ism, though the vast majority had been Sunnis.
Constitutional revolution of 1905-1909: Resentment of the British by the Iranians led to the constitutional revolution of 1905-1909. The 1906 constitution introduced elections, separation of powers, laws made by a legislative assembly, and the concepts of popular sovereignty and the nation (mellat). It retained the monarchy, but centered political power in a Majles
Critical juncture that took place in 1921: Colonel Raza Khan carried out a cop d ‘etat ; crowned himself Shah-of-Shahs-king of kings-and established the Pahlavi dynasty…first national dynasty to rule the whole of Iran…ruled with an iron fist until 1941 when Brits and Soviets invaded to stop Nazis…abdicated in favor of his son Mohammed Reza Shaw…Reza Shaw tolerated free press, parliament and indie judiciary but also dealt with Communists and Nationalist parties
-The change that occurred in Iran in 1953 and why this has fueled anti-American (and anti-British) sentiment in Iran: Mossadeq elected Prime Minister and nationalizes oil industry …royalists in 1953overthrew Mossadeq and installed Shah with absolute power…this coup was financed by the CIA and the British…THE SPICE MUST FLOW…made Shah appear to be puppet of the foreign powers.
-Shah’s “White Revolution”:

promoted economic development and social reform (ala the West) ….Pahlavi secularized, industrialized, and centralized! ALSO state now controlled the National Iranian Oil Company!!!!

-Many Iranians resented Reza Shah because: He disregarded political parties, constitutional liberties, stifled newspapers, and professional associations which produced widespread resentment
critical juncture occurred in 1979:

ISLAMIC REVOLUTION OF 1979 (i.e. regime change):
Monarchy to Islamic republic with Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini declared the Imam and Leader of the new Islamic Republic, Leader of the Revolution and Founder of the Islamic Republic Commander of the Armed forces and MOST OF ALL: Imam of the Muslim World…BUT Khomeini said no democratic Islamic Republic as that was redundant since Islam WAS itself democratic.
-Grievances that caused the Islamic Revolution of 1979 (BIG CRITICAL JUNCTURE): Shah was accused of establishing a military dictatorship, collaborating with the CIA, creating the SAVAK, rigging elections, organizing a fascist one-party state , and undermining national identity by disseminating Western culture, widening the gap between rich and poor, funneling money form middle class to upper class. 
Khomeini’s concept of rule called “jurist’s guardianship”:

Iranian clergy should rule on the grounds that they are the divinely appointed guardians of both the law and the people…argued that jurist’s guardianship gave the senior clergy all-encompassing authority over the community…only senior clerics could understand he sharia; the divine authority given to the Prophet and the Imams had been passed on to their spiritual heirs, the clergy.


	Socialization

   Political elites

   Public/gender

	 
	-CCP and state-run media
	Putin fed/controlled media, Russian Orthodox Church, family, United Russia Party and other lesser parties (including communist party).
	Mexico’s history in the 20th century is largely characterized by the establishment of authoritarian one-party rule by the PRI, following by a gradual transition to democracy that culminated with the first opposition party victory in a presidential election in 2000  (Vincente Fox of the PAN party). PRI acted as a massive patron-client network.
-Mexico is in transition from a long history of authoritarianism and corporatism (a state in which interest groups are an institutionalized part of the state structure. Mexico has made remarkable progress in building a political culture in which citizen input is significantly significant to political outcomes.
	-political socialization comes from political parties and the limited participation in civil society as well as information form the relatively free and independent media.
	through statist reformers and conservatives groups (not political parties, rather factions)

-through the clerical elites, led by the Supreme Leader and the Assembly of Experts

	Sources of Political 

Authority


	-executive (and cabinet)

-parliament (House of Commons and House of Lords)

-ECJ may suspend acts of parliament (i.e. “judicial review”); and EU laws have force in UK without British parliamentary consent 
	-CCP

-Dual executive:  Premier is head of government AND President is head of state
General Secretary is the real Chief Executive and he usually serves as President also
The General Secretary is the party’s leader who presides over the Politburo and the Standing Committee…so Xi Jinping is the General Secretary of the Communist Party of China, the President of the People's Republic of China, and the Chairman of the Central Military Commission
China is no longer a Communist dictatorship like it was under Mao.   It is a collective leadership.

	-Executive has a Prime Minister (Dmitry Medvedev) and a President (Vladimir Putin).
-Parliament has the Duma (lower house) and Federation Council (upper house), mainly rubberstamp legislatures for Putin’s polices.

-Judiciary has the Constitutional Court (no judicial review, just constitutional review), Supreme Court (the appeals court of last resort in Russian administrative law, civil law and criminal law cases. It also supervises the work of lower courts.

Power vertical is a unified and hierarchical structure of executive power, which dictates policy/rules from the national to subnational levels of government

-Clientelist  networks (again): leader gives subnational governments power and resources if they support him (perpetuates asymmetrical federalism). 


	-Executive Branch: president has one six year term in office only and no re-election (as well as the mayor of Mexico City and the governors of the states in Mexico). President is elected by direct election of the people. Serves as head of state and head of government.

***The president has broad powers, but there are limits imposed by the constitution. Following are some of his powers:

-appoints cabinet members and ambassadors

-commander-in-chief of armed forces

-declare war and peace with prior authorization from Congress

-negotiate treaties

-issue decrees with force of law

-nominate Supreme Court justices

-veto laws passed by Congress

-introduce bills to Congress

Legislature:

Bicameral with a Senate (upper house with 128 members) and a Chamber of Deputies (lower house with 500 members).

-Federal and State courts headed by a Supreme Court.


	-see “formal institutions” section
-mainly executive authority and  from   Prebendalism system
	Leader or Supreme Leader: a cleric elected to be the head of the Islamic republic of Iran. The Supreme Leader can overrule or even dismiss the president of Iran.

 Executive:

President and cabinet; pres chosen by general electorate every four years; pres chooses his cabinet ministers, but they must have the approval of the parliament. 

“Majles”. Iranian parliament term from the Arabic term meaning assembly

 “Guardian Council”:

Committee created in the Iranian Constitution to oversee the Majles. Guardian Council determines who can run for the Majles or the presidency. Before any bill passed by the Majles  it must be   Approved by the Guardian Council
Assembly of Experts: Group that Nominates and can remove the Supreme Leader in Iran. The assembly is elected by the general electorate, but almost all its members are clerics…almost all secular organizations and anti-Khomeini clerics boycotted the election because state media were controlled and newspapers banned…theocratic constitution drawn up against objections of Prime minister Bazargan who wanted a French Style presidential republic that would be Islamic in name but democratic in structure…BUT 99% of those who voted supported the Khomeini  theocratic constitution
In order to break gridlock in the policy-making process, Khomeini created the Expediency Council. What was/is this body’s function? What in reality has it become? Now a secretive body only accountable to the Leader. It stands above the Constitution; has become a powerful policy-making body rivaling the Majles even though it did not exist in the original constitution


	Formal 

Institutions

  w/ descriptions


	1)Parliament:

-bicameral with House of Commons (law-making body) and House of Lords (serves in advisory capacity; may suggest amendments but can not veto bills).

2)  cabinet government :(system of government in which most power is held by the cabinet headed by a Prime Minister with collective decision-making and not an independent prime minister…BUT cabinet’s power can be compromised by a powerful PM with strong personality); 

KEY FUNCTION: policy-making;

Examples of Ministers appointed by PM (must be from Commons or Lords) in cabinet…

approx 24 ministers: Minister of the Foreign Office called Foreign Secretary (foreign affairs like U.S.A. State Department); Chancellor of the Exchequer  called finance minister like U.S. Department of Treasury; Home Office called home secretary like U.S.A. Department of Justice  and Attorney General

3) UK Supreme Court: final appeals court to determine if laws have been broken; NO power of JUDICIAL REVIEW because of “parliamentary sovereignty AND EU/ECJ


	the National Party Congress is not actually a legislative body. Its primary function is to endorse policies and allocate leadership positions that have been determined beforehand by the party’s smaller ruling bodies
the National People’s Congress is China’s national legislature, under control of the CCP, and is not an independent branch of government

The two most powerful organizations (small executive bodies) in China’s communist party-state are the Politburo and the even more exclusive Standing Committee.
(from Toyin): National People’s Congress- 3000 delegates; 5 year terms; indirect election; largely a rubber stamp body for CCP but has become more assertive in recent years

National Party Congress- 2100 delegates; meets for one week every five year; rubberstamp

Central Committee- top 350 or so leaders of the CCP; meets annually for 2 weeks; charged with carrying on the business of the National Party Congress when it’s not in session

Politburo- committee made up of the the top 2 dozen or so CCP leaders

Standing Committee- subgroup of the Politburo; less than a dozen members; most powerful political organization in China

	Parliament consist of the Duma (lower house) (proportional voting; direct election by the people) and the Federation Council (upper house) (appointed by Putin) in which the power is held by the majority party (United Russia)
-Constitutional Court consists of an independent constitutional court 19 justices, who serve 12 year terms with possible renewal). They are appointed by the president and approved by the Federation Council. It practices constitutional review. 

judges appointed to 12 year terms with possible renewal.

-Supreme Court deals with civil, criminal, and administrative cases. Its members are appointed by the president and approved by the Federation council.

FINAL COURT of APPEALS


	-Executive, Legislative, and Judicial branches (see separate categories in this document for detailed descriptions).
	1999 Constitution sets up separation of powers, checks and balances, and federalism, BUT ONLY IN THEORY, not practice. Like many developing countries, power flows through the chief executive with few checks on his power.
The Presidency:
-Four year term; reelection to a second term is allowed.
-Presidential system because the president is the head of state and the head of government. Some powers include: sign or veto bills;  issues pardons and reprieves; appoints ambassadors 

 MOST significant powers is that he appoints officials to nearly all officials to nearly all administrative posts (no legislative consent required except cabinet and top court); THIS ALLOWS HIM TO CREATE A MASSIVE PATRON-CLIENT NETWORK (PREVBENDALISM) FOR GOOD PAYING JOBS WITH OPPORTINITIES FOR PREBENDAL CORRUPTION TO SUPPLEMENT THEIR SALARIES.
The National Assembly:
 Bicameral w/ House and Senate, four year terms, elections held same time as presidential election; both hoses must pass bill for it to become law; can override (2/3) presidential veto; can impeach judges and executive commissions but the president must first recommend their impeachment; National Assembly is notoriously slow, and the president has not been very cooperative with many bills that Goodluck Jonathan didn’t sign or veto.
Senate can only confirm president’s cabinet and top court officials, no other presidential appointment.

Judiciary:
-Nigerian Court system mirrors British common law system (i.e. the use of common law precedent guiding the interpretation of laws), but has been complicated by the emergence of local Shari’ah courts.
-dual federal-state court  system is complicated by the creation of Shari’ah courts in the Muslim north, which run parallel to the state courts, but their authority is limited to Muslims. There is also a Shari’ah Court of Appeals at the federal level to review lower court decisions. THIS HIGHLY CONTRO-VERSIAL as most Nigerians believed the fusion of religious authority in the federal structure was unconstitutional.
-lower courts can appeal to higher courts

-Supreme Court at the top of the system (court of last resort); 21 justices on the court based on recommendation to the president from a judicial commission. It DOES HAVE JUDICIAL REVIEW to declare actions of the president or the National Assembly unconstitutional, but the power is not commonly exercised.

-The courts today remain under significant pressure from the executive and the legislature, and suffer from corruption and inefficiency. 


	-Iran’s state institutions can best be understood as divided between those that operate the day-to-day business pf government service and administration (the President and the Majlis) and those that are meant to preserve the theocratic nature and spiritual purity of the revolutionary state (the Supreme Leader, the Assembly of Religious Experts, the Guardian Council, and the Expediency Council).
-It is also important to remember the division between the elected institutions (the President, the Majlis, and the Assembly of Religious Experts) and the unelected or appointed institutions (the Supreme Leader, the Guardian Council, and the Expediency Council).

-The Supreme Leader: chosen by the Assembly of Religious Experts, which can also remove him (this has never happened though). The SL is considered the chief jurist, and the leading interpreter of Islamic law (Shari’ah).

In the Iranian Constitution of 1979 he is given the power to: dismiss the president ad members of the Guardian Council for any reason. Command all branches of the military, declare war and peace, choose six of the twelve members of the Guardian Council and appoint heads of all state-owned companies, including media outlets. Has far more power than the head of government, the president.

The Guardian Council:
12 men sic=x of whom are  clerics chosen by the Supreme Leader, and six of whom are lawyers nominated by the Chief Judge (who is himself appointed by the Suprema Leader), and confirmed by the Majlis. Its major powers, crucial to the preservation of the theocracy are: reject any law passed by the Majlis if it contradicts the Constitution or the principles of Islam, and send it back for correction; reject candidates for the presidency or the Majlis; and test/interview candidates for the Assembly of Experts.
The Expediency Council:
Members are chosen by the Supreme Leader.

It settles disputes between the Majlis and the Guardian Council. 
The Assembly of Religious Experts:
88 members directly elected by voters after they have proven their credentials on a test by the Guardian Council. No responsibility of legislation or day-to-day governance, but can appoint and remove the Supreme Leader.

President:
Elected every four years; can serve two terms; head of government, possessing many administrative powers but always under the shadow of the Supreme Leader, who may dismiss him at any time for any reason; can propose legislation, nominate cabinet members for approval by the Majlis, issue executive orders, and issue pardons for crimes.
The Majlis:
Directly elected by Iranian voters every four years after candidates are vetted by the Guardian Council. The Majlis acts as Iran’s unicameral legislative assembly, though its laws must keep the approval of the Guardian Council. The Majlis  has the power to: introduce and pass legislation, though most is proposed by the president; approve the six members of the Guardian Council nominated by the Chief Judge; approve the president’s cabinet choices, and remove cabinet members; approve the budget devised by the president.


	Head of State, Head of Government
	Head of State is: monarch with only ceremonial power.

Head of Government:

Prime Minister


	Premier is head of government AND President is head of state;  premier (has authority over the govt bureaucracy and policy implementation, directs the State Council)

General Secretary is the real Chief Executive and he usually serves as President also


	Head of State : President (foreign affairs)

-Head of Government = Prime Minister (economy and other governmental policies)
	President acts as both the ceremonial head of state and the head of government.
	-Presidential system because the president is the head of state and the head of government.
	Head of Government is the president, but the Supreme leader has far more power than the president.
_head of State is the Supreme Leader

	Legislative Branch: identify both houses if applicable; # seats; length of term; describe power of legislative branch (i.e. rubberstamp or powerful)
	-bicameral with:

 House of Commons (650 seats approx; law-making body with majority party holding power to make law; though parliament “assents” to PM and cabinet’s public policy initiatives, parliament is not a “rubber-stamp for an authoritarian ruler. )

-elected every 5 years

And 

House of Lords :

- 740 seats approx; serves in advisory capacity; may suggest amendments and try and persuade Commons as well as debate/refined/delay legislation to Commons on bills, but can not block or veto legislation.

-Hereditary and life peers

***British system does not suffer form gridlock like American federalism because majority in Commons carries out the will of the Prime Minister…no checks from Courts, monarch, or Lords because of parliamentary sovereignty.


	Unicameral legislature called the National People’s Congress; It doesn’t make policy…largely rubberstamp for CCP policies
the National People’s Congress is China’s national legislature, under control of the CCP, and is not an independent branch of government
The  Chinese constitution grants  the National People’s Congress powers to enact and amend country’s laws; approve and monitor state budget; declare and end war; power to elect and recall pres and VP

; HOWEVER,  Exercised only as allowed by the CCP


	Parliament has the state Duma (lower house) and Federation Council (upper house). 

-The Duma is chosen by direct election AND proportional representation with 450 deputies. They propose legislation and approve presidential appointees. They have 5 year terms and parties must meet the   7 % minimum threshold to obtain seats in the Duma.

-Federation Council members are appointed by regional executives and legislatures  (from approved lists of candidates by Putin). Council works with the Duma in voting on and drafting laws and approving decrees of the Russian president. Approves  judicial appointees. No fixed terms.
	Legislature:

Bicameral with a Senate (upper house with 128 members) and a Chamber of Deputies (lower house with 500 members).

[-Senators have two terms in office

-deputies have 4 terms in office

BUT 2014 law will allow multi-terms (up to 12 years) beginning in 2018.]

-legislature is NOT rubberstamp; it has power to make law.
	see formal institutions section.
Legislature is NOT a rubberstamp legislature.
	Legislature:

Unicameral. The Majles. 290 seats, every four years elected; multiple-member districts with the top runners in the elections taking the seats; bills passed MUST be approved by the clerically dominated Council of Guardians (i.e. Guardian Council)


	Judicial Branch (how are judges selected, describe type of power)
	1)Judges are appointed by the Judicial Appointments Commission is an independent commission that selects candidates for judicial office in courts and tribunals in England and Wales and for some tribunals whose jurisdiction extends to Scotland or Northern Ireland.

2)  UK Supreme Court: final appeals court (2009 act of parliament removed that power from the House of Lords) 

3)judiciary serves to determine if policy directives or administrative acts violate common law or an act or parliament  

-NO power of JUDICIAL REVIEW over executive and legislative “branches” because of “parliamentary sovereignty” AND EU/ECJ…SO less politicized than USA SCOTUS
	 a nationwide system of people’s courts which is constitutionally independent, but, in fact under CCP control
Four-tiered system with the Supreme People’s Court at the top.

the Supreme People’s Court can supervise the work of lower courts and the application of the country’s laws, BUT it CAN NOT exercise judicial review over government policies
the legal system of the PRC has been reformed and revitalized over the recent decades, with even more and better trained lawyers. Also, there has been an enormous  surge in the number of lawsuits filed.   

  People can take cases over NON –POLITICAL grievances dealing with property loss, consumer fraud, and even unjust detention by the police to the lower-tiered courts, BUT it CANNOT address grievances over political issues.
some of the disturbing aspects of China’s criminal justice system: Swift and harsh, outcomes pretty much determined, 98-99% conviction rate, prison terms long and only subject to cursory (hasty, not thorough or detailed) appeal, , rape, murder and economic crimes are capital offenses
PRC constitution guarantees judicial independence,  BUT the courts and other legal bodies remain under CCP control
A rather extraordinary law (diluted to be sure) was passed into law by the NPC in 2007. It was a property rights law


	-Constitutional Court consists of an independent constitutional court 19 justices, who serve 12 year terms with possible renewal). They are appointed by the president and approved by the Federation Council. It practices constitutional review. 

judges appointed to 12 year terms with possible renewal.

-Supreme Court deals with civil, criminal, and administrative cases. Its members are appointed by the president and approved by the Federation council.

FINAL COURT of APPEALS


	-Federal and State courts headed by a Supreme Court.

-in criminal courts, defendants are guilty until proven innocent!

-Supreme Court of Justice has eleven judges with 15-yaer terms…appointed by president and confirmed by Senate. Judges in lower courts appointed by members of Supreme Court of Justice

_under long PRI rule appointments were part of the PRI’s patron-client network, BUT NOW the appointment system is a merit system and this is helping to create an increasingly independent judiciary.

-Supreme Court DOES have the power of Judicial Review, BUT it may only do this after either 1/3 of the national Congress, 1/3 of a state congress, or the attorney genral asks them to review the law.

-Mexico’s legal system is based on code law (i.e. legal questions are answered by detailed legal codes enacted by Congress or presidential decree). Judicial precedent does NOT play a role in the interpretation of laws (as it does in the common law system of the U.S.A.).

-many Mexicans still don’t trust the courts because of their long history of patron-clientelism and corruption. There are still troubling cases where judges have been bought off by drug cartels, or threatened with violence in exchange for favorable rulings.

-Trials were not even held publicly until a reform in 2008 that requires them to be public by 2016.
	see formal institutions section
	Judiciary:

Chief Judge and a Supreme Court independent of the Executive and legislature, but appointed by the Leader.
Sharia Law (i.e. Islamic law) is the Law of the Land, and no laws at any level may contradict a principle of the Shari’ah (as interpreted by the Supreme Leader and the Guardian Council).
Civil law (Qanun) has no basis in sacred texts or Shari’ah interpretation, and it covers all aspects of modern life regarding business contracts, labor standards, the environment, and anything else not perceived as needing religious interpretation. Majlis is the main body enacting civil law, provide it does not contradict the Shari’ah.
-Chief Judge is appointed by the Supreme Leader (for a five-year term), but is more of an administrator than a judge himself.

-Iranian courts DO NOT possess any power of Judicial Review, as this power is associated with interpretation of the Shari’ah by the Supreme leader and the Guardian Council.

-The Iranian judiciary is divide by fi=unction, with different courts for civil and criminal law. For example:
-The Revolutionary Courts of Justice tries crimes that are said to undermine the Islamic Republic; these courts are suspected of involvement in secret executions of thousands of leftist dissidents.

-Iran employs an inquisitional system rather than an adversarial system like the U.S. and Great Britain ((in which a government prosecutor presents a case against an attorney for the defendant). Instead, in Iran, the judge takes the sole responsibility to find the facts of the case by talking to the defendant and the government’s officers. The concept of a defense attorney is dismissed as a “Western absurdity”.
-punishments are sever: death sentences for many crimes.


	Bureaucracy/

Cabinet
	(P 68-70 bureaucracy)

1)White Hall: civil servants (more than ministers have day-to-day operational duties in the bureaucracy) in government and administration conceptualize and refine legislation that mat become public policy…many officials unelected

2)Government departments are directed by members of the cabinet


	immense bureaucracy

cadres-people in positions of authority paid by the government or party

State Council- cabinet of the PRC; headed by the premier
	President appoints his administration unit (“cabinet”)  and Security Council.

Clintelistic Networks – informal systems of power where a powerful patron offers less powerful clients resources in turn for support and favor. (Asymmetrical Federalism) 
	-bureaucracy is still notorious for corruption and inefficiency

-was once part of the patron-client network, but no more


	-Bureaucracy is corrupt, bloated, and inefficient. Rife with bribery, and prebendalist (patron-clientelism network to provide jobs for political loyalists) activity.

One of the largest segments of the bureaucracy is not the civil service (i.e. those branches of public service concerned with all governmental administrative functions outside the armed services), but parastatal agencies and companies. These are technically privately owned but they are overseen and staffed at the top levels by appointees of the president, making them effectively part of the state and the patron-client network of patrimonialism. One example is the Power Holding Company of Nigeria. The PHCN isso inefficeient it prodeuces only about 1.5% of total Nigerian demand for electricity, yet the appointees running the company and their clients are making $$$$$ from bribes and embezzlement.
Other parastatals are in the oil and gas sectors, telecommunications, and mortgage banking.
	-Bureaucracy is massive and employs millions of Iranians. It is bloated, inefficient, corrupt, and utilizes patronage.
-The bureaucracy is often used as an easy way to create jobs and quell the dissatisfaction of the public when the economy is performing poorly. However, paying all those bureaucratic salaries creates a large burden for the state to manage in future years.

-it enforces laws and manages state-owned enterprises, as well as monitoring access to information for the purposes of the theocracy.

-one example of a bureaucratic agency is the:

Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance, which acts to restrict access to any commercial, artistic, or political media deemed problematic by its officials.

	Other Institutions (complete only if applicable to the country)


	Quangos: 

-acronym for “quasi-non-governmental organizations”

-responsible for administrative functions such as funding and staffing but operate at “arms-length” from ministers, so ministers can distance themselves form controversial areas of policy

-provide governmental and private-sector expertise
	People’s Liberation Army- combined armed forces of China; largest military force in the world; lead by general secretary of CCP

Central Military Commission- most important military organization in PRC; headed by the general secretary of CCP
	Gazprom is the Russian natural gas monopoly
-clientilistic networks (AGAIN)

Credit Wade H. for the following: Federal Security Service- successor to KGB, immense corruption

Subnational Governments- regional executives appointed by the president, appoint Federation Council members


	
	The military:
Influential and powerful; one of the few places a young Nigerian man can advance his economic prospects legitimately, with the possible exception of a university education in petroleum engineering. It is also the one truly national institution that brings diverse Nigerians together for a single purpose.

-The military’s capability to provide security, however, is in question as it has been very ineffective in fighting the Boko Haram insurgency.
	the much-feared Revolutionary Guard Protects the republic from internal enemies, i.e. protects the clerics and Supreme Leader from coup plots and oppressive dissenters

	Political recruitment (How are elites recruited?)
	-through the political parties
	“cadre list: a system of personnel selection under which the CCP maintains control over the appointment of important officials in all spheres of economic, social, and political life.


	-Putin has a list of elites that are chosen to “run” for election or be appointed…those who are “good” party members

-also through political parties, mainly United Russia and the Communist Party

-Political elites come from Siloviki            (Russian politicians and officials are recruited by Putin from the security, intelligence, Special Forces and military community)

-Clintelism  networks (again): leader gives subnational governments power and resources if they support him (perpetuates assymetrical federalism). 

	-political parties
	-through political parties and Prebendalism system
	-through statist reformers and conservatives groups (not political parties, rather factions)

-through the clerical elites, led by the Supreme Leader and the Assembly of Experts

	How is Public Policy Made?
	-parliamentary sovereignty

-legislation 

-must be introduced in Commons and Lords, but approval by Lords is not required

-made by the executive with assent by majority in Commons

-bureaucracy (civil servants in White Hall) conceptualize and refine legislation) 

- ECJ may suspend acts of parliament (i.e. “judicial review”); and EU laws have force in UK without British parliamentary consent

-SOOOparliamentary sovereignty still remains, BUT it is weakened by the power of the core executive and the subordination of the UK parliament to the ultimate authority of the EU

-some powers are transferred to Soctland, Wales , and Northern Ireland through devolution
	Guanxi is import to the policy-making process in China. Guanxi is define as connections or relationships still influence the bureaucracy where personal ties are part of getting things done. Guanxi can either help cut red tape or bolster organizational rigidity and feed corruption
The  Chinese constitution grants  the National People’s Congress powers to enact and amend country’s laws; approve and monitor state budget; declare and end war; power to elect and recall pres and VP

; HOWEVER,  Exercised only as allowed by the CCP
crafted by leaders of CCP- carried out by institutions of PRC


	-Putin creates most public policy for the Russian Parliament to assent to. 

Credit Wade H. for the following:

Legislation can be proposed by the president and his administration, regional legislatures, individual deputies, and some judicial bodies(constitutionally)

To become a law, bill must be approved by both houses of Parliament in 3 readings and signed by the president

If bill is vetoed by president, must be passed again in same wording with 2/3 majority to overturn
	-proposed by president and passed by legislature.
	-public policy mainly originates from the executive (see formal institutions section)
	-all public policy is must ultimately be approved by the Supreme Leader as he approves candidate lists for the legislative and judicial branches.

-any bill passed by the Majles must be Approved by the Guardian Council before it can be passed into law. 

-In order to break gridlock in the policy-making process, Khomeini created the Expediency Council. What was/is this body’s function? What in reality has it become? Now a secretive body only accountable to the Leader. It stands above the Constitution; has become a powerful policy-making body rivaling the Majles even though it did not exist in the original constitution


	Factions/ Cleavages

    P/S/E


	Economic: 

-welfare state/nationalism v. Monetarism

-Keynesianism v neoliberalism
	  Political:

Tiananmen Square Massacre of 1989: Causes=  students and intellectuals wanted more freedom and people discontented over the massive amount of corruption and high inflation; Effects= army used to clear protesters in Tiananmen Square ; unknown but large number of deaths
Social: ethnic (Tibet- Buddhists loyal to Dalia Lama;

Uighurs- Muslims)


	Political: 
 United Russia – Majority party headed by Putin, generally viewed as leaning right.

A Just Russia – Figurehead party to undermine opposition and show that, yes, there is some competition going on in Russian elections. Probably created by Putin cronies.

Communist Party – Compromised of the older generation, mostly, that want an old-style approach to things (old Communist era benefits).

Liberal Democratic Party of Russia – Neither liberal or very democratic, the party is nationalistic and patriotic.
Social:

many elderly that want the cradle to grave healthcare, job security, and education guarantees of the old Soviet Union.

Economic cleavages:

-Most political parties support a market economy, except the communist party. There is a need to diversify the economy from the resource curse (read “oil”)

_cleavages: Chechens and ethnic Russians.
	Urban v Rural:  industrialization and modernization of Mexico has occurred in urban areas (NAFTA accelerated as well as international firms locating maquiladoras (factories) in the north. Urban workers have a higher literacy rate and higher incomes than their rural counterparts. Rural voters tend to support PRI (center) and urban voters tend to support either PAN (right) or PRD (left).

-Social class: wealthy v poor

-Ethnicity: Mestizo (65% of population) v Amerindian (17.5%) v white/European descent (16.5%).

Amerindian population is very poor and feel isolated from mainly mestizo policy makers. Amerindian armed resistance movements periodically establish autonomous municipalities in the south with leftist tendencies.
	-Nigeria is the most diverse and fractured society of all those studied in Comparative Government.
Significant ethnic cleavages…
Three large dominant tribes, with almost nothing in common, except perhaps speaking English which is the official language of the country:

1) the Hausa-Fulani (northwest region, mainly Muslim)

2) Yoruba (southwest 55% Christian and 35% Muslim)

3) Igbo (southeast, Christian Roman Catholic)

Religious Cleavage:

Nigeria is divided on a “coinciding cleavage” between north and south regions aligning with the religious cleavage of the Muslims (north) and the Christians (south).
So, North has more Islamic legal traditions, including Shari’ah law.
South is where most of the oil is, and it has benefitted from British education and economic development. Also, the south is more urbanized, and people there generally have higher incomes than Nigerians in the north.

Sooooo, the south supported Goddluck Jonathan and the north supported Buhari in the 2015 election.

	Political:-the statist reformers and the conservatives in terms of the kind of economic policy they espouse (which has caused lots of gridlock in the policy-making process): Statists create a comprehensive welfare state…more progressive; conservatives create free-market system. Put another way: conservative hard-liners want to preserve the purity of the theocracy, and reformists want to liberalize Iranian society.
Social: 
Urban and rural divides. Urban tends to be more middle-class and westernized (or at least globalized), and usually have much better education levels. Rural tends to be lower-middle class and have benefitted from the nationalization and redistribution of the regime’s economic policies, as compared to the urban and educated middle class, who lost mostly of their property and the value of their investments in the turmoil of the revolutionary regime, and its global isolation. This divide correlates closely with the reformist-conservative divide with the middle and high class Iranians in cities supporting reformist candidates and the lower-class Iranians in the countryside supporting conservatives and the theocracy in general.

Generational:
More than 50% of Iranians are under age 35, and they are very politically active. While older Iranians who experienced life under the Shah are more likely to support the current regime, young Iranians are more concerned with the lack of jobs available and religious restrictions on personal self-expression. Unemployment is 10% in Iran with 70% of those unemployed being the young.


	Consequences 

of Cleavages

   Compromises?

    Divisions?

	-political cleavage between Conservatives and  Labour was one cause of the coalition government of David Cameron (i.e. Conservatives and Liberal Democrats)
	-Party loyalist and government officials versus people who want to democratize.

social cleavage between Tibet and the rest of China- riots in Tibetan capital of Lhasa followed by intense crackdowns by Chinese govt

social cleavage between Uighurs and the rest of China- large-scale ethnic rioting by Uighurs which led to a “campaign against terrorism” by Chinese govt
	-dissatisfaction domestically because failing economy and corruption along with authoritarianism perpetuated by Putin

Credit Wade H. for the following:

Compromises- natives from Chechnya have been given jobs in the gov't

Credit Toyin E. for the following:

can be changed with a new source of power (Lenin, Gorbachev, Yeltsin); a consequence is that this change is never gradual and generally leaves the country in a tailspin; no way to resist due to the corruption in govt that stifles political activism

credit to Chandler Peterson:

The conflict in Chechnya led to the staggering popularity of Putin and the unification of Russian people against a single cause. The conflict was instrumental in getting Putin elected President in 2000.
	-see cleavages section above
	See cleavages section above
-main consequence is that the chasm between the cleavages is so wide that it begs the “national question” (i.e.  “Should Nigeria even be a nation”). Also, the divisions are so pronounced that ethnic and religious groups are working against each other and not together, so it is more difficult to solve Nigeria’s many public policy problems.
	-Conflict between the reformists and the conservatives plays out frequently in Iran’s elections for the Majlis and the presidency, which are both directly elected by the citizens, though with the caveat that the Guardian Council and the Supreme Leader may reject many candidates from running for office.
-There has been a major “brain-drain” in Iran, as it is estimated that up to 25% of Iranians with a college education have left the country to live in the developed world since the 1990s, costing Iran approximately $50 billion in loss of human capital.

-When the Guardian Council rejected nearly all reformist candidates in 2004, the youth boycotted the elections, helping conservatives like Ahmadinejad take power. The return of the youth vote in 2009 and 2013 has reshaped the Iranian political landscape.



	Party System w/Parties and Ideology


	-Britain is often referred to as a two-party system (since 1945 only Labour and Conservatives were PMs; split elections 8 times each), but the 2010 election changed that with the coalition government.
-Parliamentary elections are on a fixed 5 year cycle now.
-
1)Conservative Party: 

-tough on unions

-center-right; anti-welfare state; for fiscal austerity; against nationalism; subscribes to “monetarism” approach to the economy (i.e. state intervention in the economy should be limited to a few steps to foster rates of growth in the money supply and keep inflation low…assumes a natural rate of unemployment determined by the labor market; labor union power should be checked/curbed; also believes in neoliberalism as economic policy as opposed to Keynesianism) 

-TODAY UNDER DAVID CAMERON: Conservative Party focuses on achieving social justice and economic success, take on climate change, and ensure security from terrorism

-) Coalition government of David Cameron’s Conservative party with the Liberal Democrats: “austerity”: policy in which drastic cuts are made in government subsidies of public assistance programs in order to reduce government debt (e,g. public housing, welfare benefits/childcare benefits AND a general 20% cut of government spending across the board)…austerity hit lower income people VERY hard as opposed to those “better off”… austerity hit lower income people VERY hard as opposed to those “better off”….many government jobs cut AND sharp increases in college tuition. 

-many Conservatives are critical of the huge influence the EU has over British policy

2)” New Labour” Party…today called Labour once again (of Tony Blair and Gordon Brown)

--Promulgates the policy idea of the “The Third Way” (i.e. focuses its social policy on training and broader social investment…in other words NOT “old” Labour’s nationalism or the Conservative non-collectivist approach.

-center-left party became more centrist and was an “update” of the old Labour Party (pro-Keynesian; pro-nationalism);  New Labour became an advocate of neoliberalism (economic philosophy that promulgates free competition and little government interference)…

this was all a BIG change which was a legacy of Thatcher (starts as Conservative PM in 1979)…post World War II Britain practiced a collectivist approach to economic policy (i.e. nationalism philosophy that espouses government intervention in the economy including government control of major industries)…

Gordon Brown of New Labour turned public debt into surplus with monetarism approach of Thatcher)

-Blair government spent massively on health care and education

-being tough on unions was a core premise of New Labour

3) (traditional) Labour Party  
-Pro- Nationalism; 

Keynesian approach to economics with direct government intervention in the economy to maintain  high levels of unemployment and steady rates of growth, keep prices stable 

-pro collectivism (the governments should provide for basic necessities such as public education, national healthcare, and other policies of the welfare state to narrow the gap between rich and poor.

-“welfare state”: set of policies designed to provide healthcare, pensions, unemployment benefits, and assistance to the poor. 

4) Liberal Democrats: 
Opposed the Iraq War; 

-left-wing party

-policy is to spend massively on education and healthcare

-part of the 2010 Cameron government coalition; now out of power from the 2015 elections that Cameron Conservative party won by a landslide

-Lib Dems want “proportional representation” so they’ll have more seats

-Lib Dems would love the Alternative Vote wherein voters rank preferences among candidates. If no candidate wins a majority of first preference votes, then second preference votes of the candidate who finished last are redistributed and the process is continued until a candidate achieves a majority…the AV was put to a vote in the UK to the electorate, but it was voted down.

5) UKIP (United Kingdom Independence Party): anti-EU; want to withdraw from EU

-Important PMs:

1)Margaret Thatcher: Conservative; cut taxes, thought collectivism weakened UK industry; reduced social services; fewer regulations for the private sector businesses;  anti-EU

2)Tony Blair:
-New Labour; proponent of New Labour’s “third way”; pro-business and rejected traditional ties with unions;  lots of money to healthcare and education; tough on unions; responsible for devolution to sub national nations (E,S,W,NI, mayor of London and other major cities) in 1997; 

	One Party system (CCP) but some insignificant “democratic” parties. CCP controls all aspects of political life (foreign and domestic).

8 other parties, officially referred to as China’s democratic parties, BUT function as little more than “a loyal non-opposition”.
the last time a group of people tried to form a new political party in China, they were arrested, or exiled abroad, and the party was banned


	United Russia – Majority party headed by Putin, generally viewed as leaning right.

A Just Russia – Figurehead party to undermine opposition and show that, yes, there is some competition going on in Russian elections. Probably created by Putin cronies.

Communist Party – Compromised of the older generation, mostly, that want an old-style approach to things (old Communist era benefits).

Liberal Democratic Party of Russia – Neither liberal or very democratic, the party is nationalistic and patriotic.
	Multi-Party System

-National Action Party (PAN) is a “right” of center party (defeated the PRI and won the presidency in 2000-Vincente Fox- after 71 years of the PRI’s authoritarian rule. Formed by business leaders with consistently right-leaning  ideology in its economic policy, including free trade, privatization of national industries, trade liberalization, and small government. Socially conservative too, with lots of support from the Catholic Church because of the party’s stance against abortion and same-sex marriage. Most PAN supporters live in the north, are private-sector workers, and make better than average incomes. Won presidency in  2000 with Vicente Fox and in 2006 with Felipe Calderon. Fox had difficulty implementing PAN agenda due legislative gridlock.
-Democratic Revolutionary Party (PRD) is a “left” of center party.  Broke away from the PRI as a splinter-leftist movement.. Supports an ideology centered on human rights and social justice for disadvantaged groups, with most support in the south.
-Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) is the current centrist party: lost control of the presidency in 2000, but continued governing most of the 31 Mexican states, regained control of the national legislature in 2009, and then regained the presidency in 2012.; characterized as a centrist party, embracing capitalist and globalizing reforms, while advocating welfare policies to address the needs of lower class Mexicans. Main support in presidential elections has come from working class or rural mestizos with most strength on the central region of the country.
	-Political parties
1)The People’s Democratic Party (PDP): set out to become a national party rather than regional by including both northern and southern candidates on its national ticket, and recruiting  people from all over the country into its system of patron-client network. The PDP incorporated the understanding that it would alternate northern and southern candidates taking turns in power. It generally favors center-right economic policies moving Nigeria in a neoliberal economic direction (i.e. reducing the role of government in economic decision-making and privatizing more sectors of the economy. HOWEVER, the PDP has also supported some welfare initiatives, including the Nigerian Health Insurance Scheme to provide basic health care to all Nigerians (hmmm, sounds kind of like the Conservative party in Britain). The PDP is also socially conservative, making homosexuality a criminal act in 2007.

-All Progressives Congress (APC):
Formed from three of Nigeria’s opposition parties to combat the PDP. Their presidential candidate, Muhammadu Buhari, won the presidency in  2015. It is a left-leaning party, encouraging government intervention to regulate the market on behalf of the poor, and is more socially conservative than the PDP as it has a large Islamic base in the north with the Hausa-Fulani.
	the party system:

Ruling clergy restricts most party and organizational activities.
-Which are more important in Iranian politics, the three major political parties, or the reformist (i.e. statist) and conservative coalitions and groups? Conservative and  Reformist (i.e. statist) coalitions and groups
- A variety of Iranian opposition groups exist (nationalist, communist, and secularist), but they are in exile, mostly in Europe


	Political Participation

(vote, candidates, 

interest groups, etc.)


	-SMP

-free and fair elections

-decline in class-based voting these days, more ideological
	Guanxi is import to the policy-making process in China. Guanxi is define as connections or relationships still influence the bureaucracy where personal ties are part of getting things done. Guanxi can either help cut red tape or bolster organizational rigidity and feed corruption
Most elections in China are indirect. Explain. Members of an already established or elected body elect those who will serve at the next highest level (remember the U.S. BEFORE 17th Amendment!)
There are direct elections that are now quite common In rural areas; i.e. China’s villages in China because dissent can spread less rapidly and be more easily controlled.

The  CCP has been very cautious about expanding the scope of direct elections in China because the   CCP wants to prevent the direct elections from being a forum for dissent or a vehicle for a political movement


	Proportional Voting System is an electoral representation system in which seats in the legislative body (Duma) are allocated to parties with multi-member constituencies in proportion to the number of votes a party receives in a popular election.  There is a  7%  voting threshold to get seats in the Duma (no seats unless this is met);

Government members can also be appointed such as the 

Members of the Federation Council and regional governors who are appointed by the executive, namely Putin.


	-Transition from authoritarianism to democracy AND from state corporatism (during the one-party rule of the PRI) to pluralism in addition to growing prosperity in Mexico over the last three decades, is rapidly expanding the opportunities for political participation in Mexico.

-Protests have been a regular feature of Mexican political participation, both during the authoritarian period and the modern transitional period to democracy. Examples: “Yo Soy #132: many Mexicans believed Televisa, the largest media company in Mexico, heavily biased its coverage of PRI presidential candidate, Enrique Pena Nieto in 2012 (he won, putting the PRI back in the executive). When he was a governor in Mexico he had ordered  a crackdown on protests that resulted in the death of some of its participants. He claimed they professional radical activists, but many were students. In the protests 131 students posted their pictures with student IDs on the internet. It went viral and millions protested in the streets against Nieto in the 2012 election, declaring “Yo Soy 132” ( I am 132. So this represented the first time social media played a big role in a mass protest.
	-civil society is free to develop, but most Nigerians do not participate in it because of great poverty and lack of education.
-Boko Haram (translates to “against Western education”, is an Islamic jihadist group, controlling a large territory in the northeast, who uses terrorism and kidnapping to stop the expansion of education and economic opportunity to women and girls.

Protests:
Since 1999 protest activity has increased for a variety of political causes, but mainly it centers on the oil industry, from anything to distribution of the monies associated with this resource to workers’ salaries…It is estimated that approximately 80% of wealth generated by oil revenues goes to the top 1% of the population. 

	-democratic features of Iran (i.e. who can the people elect)? President and Majles, and the Assembly of Experts (even though almost all members are clerics AND the Leader approves all candidates)
-Which are more important in Iranian politics, the three major political parties, or the statist reformist and conservative coalitions and groups? Conservative and  Statist/Reformist  coalitions and groups

- A variety of Iranian opposition groups exist (nationalist, communist, and secularist), but they are in exile, mostly in Europe
-How does electoral law minimize the voice of the opposition in Iranian elections (kind of like the U.S. and the U.K.)? winner-take-all majority system.
-There are numerous examples in Iran of suppression of civil society in nearly all sectors, including but not limited to unions, teachers, human rights groups, lawyers, doctors, women, academicians, and journalists.

-Protests:
Protests have become an increasingly common method for frustrated supporters of liberalization to voice their opposition to the regime. The response of the state is nearly always crackdown and suppression,. Most notable in recent years has been the emergence of the Green Movement. After the boycott of the 2005 election supporters turned out in much larger numbers for the reformist candidate. When the election results were finalized in 2009, there was a great deal of evidence indicating that the results were rigged to guarantee Ahmadinejad’s reelection. The Green Movement was born in massive protests through Iran’s cities, demanding a fair count of the votes. Green Movement protest activity continued through2012, and the government consistently responded by arresting large numbers of protesters, killing many of them in classes with the police or in executions for treason. Young people caught engaging in protest are usually denied entry into the country’s universities, or are kicked out of their current school placement.


	Election System

Relate to political culture


	-SMP (AKA first-past-the post) winner needs only the most votes in a constituency to get elected, not  a majority, 

DISADAVANTAGES:

tends to exaggerate the size of victory of the majority party and to reduce influence of smaller parties (i.e. inadequate  representation to minority opinion)

ADVANTAGES:
increases chances that a majority party or coalition  will gain a majority of parliamentarian seats and form a stable government.

ALSO 

-elections are exclusively for seats in the House of Commons

-five year fixed term election cycle-

PM is elected as a member of Parliament (from a single member constituency)  and as leader of the majority party is invited by monarch to become PM

-“hung parliament”: no party gets a majority. happened in  2010 so “coalition government” of Cameron formed between Conservatives and Lib Dems

-
	Most elections in China are indirect. Explain. Members of an already established or elected body elect those who will serve at the next highest level (remember the U.S. BEFORE 17th Amendment!)
There are direct elections that are now quite common In rural areas; i.e. China’s villages in China because dissent can spread less rapidly and be more easily controlled.

The  CCP has been very cautious about expanding the scope of direct elections in China because the   CCP wants to prevent the direct elections from being a forum for dissent or a vehicle for a political movement


	Proportional Voting System is an electoral representation system in which seats in the legislative body (Duma) are allocated to parties with multi-member constituencies in proportion to the number of votes a party receives in a popular election.  There is a  7%  voting threshold to get seats in the Duma (no seats unless this is met);

Government members can also be appointed such as the 

Members of the Federation Council and regional governors who are appointed by the executive, namely Putin.

MANY ELECTIONS ARE RIGGED by GOVERNMENT to insure Putin remaining in power!!!
	-now a three-party system with the PRI in the center, the PAN party on the right of center. And the PRD on the left of center. A THREE PARTY SYSTEM makes it difficult for any candidate to govern with a majority “mandate from the people. 
-elections are very three years and commonly believed to be free and fair

-sexenio: governors and presidents may only serve a single six-year term.

-Presidential elections: single-round first past the post, so the candidate with the most votes wins the presidency, regardless of whether or not he has a majority (can win with just a plurality).

-Legislative Elections: a mix of single-member-district and the proportional representation system for both the Chamber of Deputies and the Senate (together referred to as the Congress of the Union).
Senate: 128 total senators (Mexico’s 31 states plus a federal district-Mexico City- elects three senators for the first 96 seats. The parties run two candidates each in a state, and the candidates run as a pair. Whichever party wins the most votes in the state will send both of their candidates to office. The third seat for each state goes to the party with the second most votes, naming a candidate from an official party list submitted in advance).  SOOOO, the last 32 seats in the Senate are awarded in a PR system based on the party’s performance in a nationwide vote.

-Chamber of Deputies has 500 members, each elected to a three-year term. 300 electoral districts with 300 deputies (single member districts-SMD) elected by a plurality (not necessarily a majority)  and another 200 elected with a proportional system (i.e. proportional representation-PR) from a party list.

NOTE: 

2014 law will now allow legislators to be reelected to a total of 12 years!!!


	-First-past-the post system (winning only requires a plurality, not necessarily a majority).

-Very similar to the U.S.A. system with direct election of the president*, representation based on SMD constituencies in the House and equal numbers of seats in the Senate

.-National Level:
People elect a president and a vice president, a bicameral legislature with ta House of Representatives and a Senate.
-State Level:

Governors and state legislatures.
-In 2015, for the first time in Nigeria’s history, an election was held in which the opposition party won, and the ruling party stepped down from power without incident (Buhari of the All Progressives Congress party).
* General elections will be held in Nigeria on 16 February 2019 to elect the President and the ... The President of Nigeria is elected using the two-round system, with a candidate needing over 50% of the national vote or over 25% of the vote in two-thirds of states to be elected in the first round. This was put in the constitution to prevent regional parties in the north and south from winning, such that they might use power to favor their region.

	-democratic features of Iran (i.e. who can the people elect)? President and Majles, and the Assembly of Religious Experts (democratic institutions).

Iranians have no direct say in who occupies the office of the Supreme Leader, the Guardian Council, and the Expediency Council (theocratic institutions).
-How does electoral law minimize the voice of the opposition in Iranian elections (kind of like the U.S. and the U.K.)? winner-take-all majority system
-Presidents can serve up to two four-year terms.
-Majlis are elected every four years, the year before a presidential election. Iran is divided into 290 single-member-districts (SMD), each of which elects a member ibn a first-past-the-post plurality election.

Guardian Council has  for the Majlis.

-Assembly of Religious Experts: elected directly by the voters.
There is not a tradition of manipulation of vote-rigging in Iranian elections, as was frequently asserted in Russia.

	Political Change

 System ability to…

 Consequences of…

 Ways to resist…


	-SEE Conservatives/  Labour under political parties
	  A rather extraordinary law (diluted to be sure) was passed into law by the NPC in 2007. It was a property rights law
the last time a group of people tried to form a new political party in China, they were arrested, or exiled abroad, and the party was banned
In Beiwang, Hebei Province something happened that might cause democracy to eventually spread throughout China: It was one of the first villages that established a representative assembly and held democratic elections for local leaders…its first act was to give just a few families known for their farming expertise contracts to tend the villages 3000 pear trees. At first the CCP branch objected (because it would lead to too much inequality), but then acquiesced.  EVENTUALLY, pear production zoomed and the system was beneficial to the community as well as the families tending the trees because of economic diversification and the local government’s share of increased profits. This would be a great advertisement for how successful self-government could benefit the people and the government because of the economic success!

	Very little ability to change as long as Putin remains in power.

Consequences: further authoritarian measures, unchecked executive power.

Resistance is hard as dissidents are often jailed.
	-now a three-party system with the PRI in the center,, the PAN party on the right of center. And the PRD on the left of center.

-lots of legislative gridlock but free and fair elections will allow for political change.
	-Nigeria has repeatedly attempted to build a democratic regime, with limited success due to the struggles of economic development, rampant government corruption, and the frequent intervention of the military.
-Nigeria might be best described as a “transitional democracy” or partly free with some vestiges of authoritarianism (the “strong man” ideal that exists in many African countries). Hopefully, the relatively free, fair, and peaceful election of 2015 (electing Buhari) is a harbinger of more good things to come.
	-hard to create political change with such profound control of the political process by the Supreme Leader and his clerics, the Guardian Council, and the Judiciary
-change may come from protests and political pressure by reformists



	 Role of Interest Groups

  Examples


	-help push public policy ideas
	Role of interests groups is to carry out interests of CCP

red capitalists- owners of private enterprises who the CCP welcome to join the party


	-In Russia, firms use state capture  or the ability of firms to systematically turn state regulations to their advantage through payoffs or other benefits offered to state officials.

     
	-The PRI’s arrangement of state corporatism meant that only groups integrated into the PRI’s system could influence policy-making, BUT REFORMS in the 1980s and 1990s broke this model down and has led to the rise of an independent pluralist interest group system.

One example is the Confederation of Mexican Workers.
	-many interest groups that are limited in getting what they want from the government because of the corrupt prebendalist system.
Examples are:

Labor unions, business interests, and human rights groups 

	-Civil society os generally weak and suppressed in Iran, but the government has not developed a corporatist model to control or coerce interest groups compared to other societies. The most common private interests that organize group political action are agriculture, professional trades, and labor unions, but the government is in control of a large majority of the economy due to  nationalization in the 1980s. Private business interests are a very small portion of the Iranian economy, and an even smaller participant in Iranian political activity.

	Globalization

Supranational 

     organs.

Political attitudes 


	-heavily involved in globalization because of membership in the EU, BUT Britain still doesn’t use the Euro…still uses the British Pound as currency
	-China’s economy is integrated on a huge scale with the economies of many countries. It does a huge export business with its trading partners (America especially).

China’s stature in the world today: Economic powerhouse, foreign trade policies have a significant effect on many countries and on the global economy; nuclear power with world’s largest conventional military force; active member of the UN sitting on the UN Security Council; major player in the world of states.
-member of the WTO (World Trade organization)

	-Supranational Organizations:

The EU is a major trade partner with Russia, mainly Russia’s petroleum resources) but some minerals and timber timber.

-Russia is is a member of the  Supranational organizations : Council of Europe (human rights requirements), International Monetary Fund, World Bank, World Trade Organization, United Nations, etc. It is NOT a member of NATO.
	-see supranational organizations
	-African Union (AU): Nigeria often takes a leadership role in issues requiring joint African action
-Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) Nigeria often takes a leadership role in issues requiring joint African action
	-Since the Iran Nuclear Deal, Iran is now beginning to open to direct foreign investment and trade.

	Civil Liberties

 &

Civil Rights

 Restricted? 

 Open?

 Public Opinion 

or Frustration?

	-open
	Severely restricted!

the last time a group of people tried to form a new political party in China, they were arrested, or exiled abroad, and the party was banned

	-SEVERLY RESTRICTED! 

-3rd worst place in the world for journalists (persecution, detainment, jail, killing of reporters when criticizing government).

-Frustration is often displayed through protests, but many protesters are subject to detainment and imprisonment.

     
	-lots of rights and liberties
	-government allows freedom of press and speech
	-both liberties and rights are always threatened by the theocratic power structure/authoritarian regime.
-With the election of the new president,   Hassan Rouhani, a moderate, there may some incremental changes.

	Legitimacy

Sources of….

Problems of…

Consequences


	Sources:

-tradition of the monarch

-free and fair elections (problems and consequences: SMP allows for the ruling party in parliament to not represent a majority of the citizens, even though the process usually allows for political stability
	CCP’s legitimacy comes from its remarkable economy.

Also, China’s government owes some of its legitimacy to its stature on the world stage as a major political and economic player in the world of states.  
	Sources of:

-Economic success for elites

-Strongman/charismatic leader (Putin) who is bringing Russia on to the world stage as a significant world player (e.g. Syria and Ukraine and Crimea)

-Russian Orthodox Church allowed to openly exist

Consequences of legitimacy:

Putin has established establish soft-authoritarianism,  so his legitimacy is not based on the rule of law

Credit the following to Chandler Peterson:

Russia has created a complex bureaucracy in which all lanes of power lead back to Putin. For example, Federation Council members are appointed by regional executives which are in turn appointed by the president (Putin). This complexity is meant to hide how malign the system actually is and at the same time make the government look more legitimate. Also, state influenced press constantly spews propaganda which increases legitimacy for the citizens that fall for it.   


	-relatively free and fair elections

-problem/consequence of the three part system though is that it is difficult for any candidate to govern with a majority “mandate from the people. 

	-the 2015 election that was a peaceful transition and basically free and fair provides some legitimacy to the government.
-also, the fact that there is a robust/free media that can criticize the government brings some legitimacy

-problems with legitimacy are of course the massive amount of corruption in the government…if Buhari can lessen the corruption then the government can claim more legitimacy
	-In the Iran of today legitimacy is rooted in the Islamic Revolution of 1979 and the Constitution which was a direct product of the revolution.
_initially, legitimacy came from the charismatic authority of Ayatollah Khomeini

	Democratization

Forces of…

Hindrances…

Level of…


	Long-term stable democracy

Consolidated democracy
	CCP is the hindrance to Democratizing and allowing more human rights.

Low level of democratization.

Economic freedoms may produce more political freedoms.
	-started by Gorbachev with glasnost, perestroika (see key political leaders section below).

- Yeltsin turned the USSR into a democracy and capitalist country through the four pillars of reform: lifting price controls, encouraging small private business, privatizing state enterprise, and opening economy to international influence. The result was high inflation, declining wages, rising crime, and the start of corruption in the new Russian Federation…TOO FAST, TOO SOON as Russia didn’t know how to “do” democracy or capitalism.

-Sovereign democracy is Putin’s version  of democracy which says that Russian democracy should be based on Russian political traditions and not like the USA!
	-Mexico is in transition from a long history of authoritarianism and corporatism (a state in which interest groups are an institutionalized part of the state structure. Mexico has made remarkable progress in building a political culture in which citizen input is significantly significant to political outcomes.
	-Nigeria might be best described as a “transitional democracy” or partly free with some vestiges of authoritarianism (the “strong man” ideal that exists in many African countries). Hopefully, the relatively free, fair, and peaceful election of 2015 (electing Buhari) is a harbinger of more good things to come.
	-forces of democratization are the statist reformers and the hindrance is the conservatives


	Linkage

Institutions


	
	-CCP

-local CCP
	Political Parties; Russian Orthodox Church; Media (though many are state-owned) - -State run media feeds the people what Putin wants them to know and restricted internet


	Political parties:

-now a three-party system with the PRI in the center,, the PAN party on the right of center. And the PRD on the left of center.

-media 
	-Political parties
1)The People’s Democratic Party (PDP): set out to become a national party rather than regional by including both northern and southern candidates on its national ticket, and recruiting  people from all over the country into its system of patron-client network. The PDP incorporated the understanding that it would alternate northern and southern candidates taking turns in power. It generally favors center-right economic policies moving Nigeria in a neoliberal economic direction (i.e. reducing the role of government in economic decision-making and privatizing more sectors of the economy. HOWEVER, the PDP has also supported some welfare initiatives, including the Nigerian Health Insurance Scheme to provide basic health care to all Nigerians (hmmm, sounds kind of like the Conservative party in Britain). The PDP is also socially conservative, making homosexuality a criminal act in 2007.
-All Progressives Congress (APC):
Formed from three of Nigeria’s opposition parties to combat the PDP. Their presidential candidate, Muhammadu Buhari, won the presidency in  2015. It is a left-leaning party, encouraging government intervention to regulate the market on behalf of the poor, and is more socially conservative than the PDP as it has a large Islamic base in the north with the Hausa-Fulani.

-Interest groups (see that section).
	Many political parties will stand candidates for office in one election cycle when their leader or major personality has decided to run for president, and then disappear in the next election when he has decide not to run again.

	Gender in Politics


	-mainly white males; though female PMs are increasing, the rate/actual number is low
	Women make up  20% of CCP membership and 6% of the Central Committee; only one female member in the Politburo and no women in the Standing Committee
	Few women in politics

     
	-party lists  for legislative elections must include women on at least 30% of its list
	There is a disturbing trend when it comes to Nigerian women in positions of political leadership. Whereas women were 9% of the national assembly elected in 2007, this figure fell to 7% in 2011. It is at its lowest in the current assembly: only 5.6% of members of the House of Representatives and 6.5% of senators are women. This is far below the global average of 22.5% and the average for sub-Saharan African countries of 23.4%. There is yet to have ever been a woman governor of any of the nation’s 36 states. Indeed, as of 2012, only 4% of councilors at the local government level were women.
	-male dominated
-Nearly 35 years after the Islamic Revolution, gender discrimination is still a challenging issue for Iran. On the one hand, the situation for Iranian women has improved considerably in many respects under the Islamic Republic of Iran (IRI). On the other, there is a clear and seemingly impregnable ceiling for women in administrative and government positions.

Indeed, the clergy have long been the fiercest opponents of women holding senior political positions, opposition that dates at least as far back as to the Western-backed Shah’s regime. In fact, before the Revolution, two women served as cabinet ministers under the Amir-Abbas Hoveida premiership. Even during that time, however, religious leaders used their power to prevent these female ministers from playing crucial roles in governing the country.

This competition between women seeking a senior role in public life and conservative clergy opposition has continued during the Islamic Republic. It’s been a long struggle, but Iranian women have continued to chip away at many of the restrictions.

Although women served in parliament during the 1980s and early 1990s, the taboo against a woman serving as an administrative official and in a top management position was finally broken during the reform presidency of Seyed Mohammad Khatami.



	Media
	-free media
	State controlled  and state owned media and filtered internet- Golden Shield for domestic surveillance; Great Firewall for blocking information critical or dangerous to the state and CCP


	-Most media (television and the news) is state owned or directly or indirectly influenced by the state, and used as Putin’s tool to socialize the people.

-Internet in Russia is filtered and restricted, and used as Putin’s tool to socialize the people by preventing dissident ideas from spreading or exposure to how well people in other countries are doing.

-persecution of journalists: harassed/jailed if criticize the government 


	-PRI manipulated the media in the past (in its heyday of power), but now there are a variety of media outlets that are independent and consistently criticize presidential administrations.
	-independent press
-media is broad and diverse in its coverage and perspective on political issues, but mainly in the south where there is more education and wealth.
-lots of foreign news companies in Nigeria (i.e. CNN, BBC, and the New York Times)

-there are domestic news broadcasts and satellite TV

-press is able to criticize the government.

-political cartoons making fun of politicians are common and allowed by the government
	-while there is a balance of privately owned and state-owned media in all formats, all media are subject to significant censorship.
-More journalists in Iran than in any other Middle Eastern country.

-Globalization is having an effect on access to information though. Many Iranians regularly watch a satellite channel, even though satellite TV is banned.

	Features of Constitution (was it written; identify three unique features)
	-non-written constitution; constitution is a collection of common law, rules, statutes, and traditions from the last 300 years (approx)
	Written Constitution that says  the country is under the leadership of the Communist Party of China
The CCP constitution is a wholly different document from the constitution of the PRC.  

the People’s Republic of China (PRC) is organizationally and functionally distinct form the Chinese Communist Party (CCP).  

The CCP constitution is a wholly different document from the constitution of the PRC.  

CCP exercises direct or indirect control (a “leading role”) over all government organizations and personnel.  The PRC acts as the administrative agency for enacting, implementing, and enforcing polices made by the party. 


	-Constitution is written (1993

Presidential system constitutionally with a dual executive.

Judges hold terms with renewal.

Has a dual judicial court, one for appeals, one for constitutional review (NO JUDICIAL Review)
	-written (1917) sets up a federalist system; sexineo system for president and governors; SMP and PR voting systems
	1999 Constitution (written and ratified in 1999 after the death of the most recent military dictator to have taken power in a coup, Sani Abacha) is the eighth one since 1914.
1999 Constitution sets up separation of powers, checks and balances, and federalism, BUT ONLY IN THEORY, not practice. Like many developing countries, power flows through the chief executive with few checks on his power.

Presidential elections: direct election to a four-year term with up to two possible terms;  General elections will be held in Nigeria on 16 February 2019 to elect the President and the ... The President of Nigeria is elected using the two-round system, with a candidate needing over 50% of the national vote or over 25% of the vote in two-thirds of states to be elected in the first round. This was put in the constitution to prevent regional parties in the north and south from winning, such that they might use power to favor their region.

	-written
-sets up an Islamic Republic with the theocracy dominating.

	Key Political leaders and their policies
	-Margaret Thatcher

-Tony Blair (New Labour) pro Iraq War; ally of Bush; spent heavily on healthcare and education
	Mao:

His Great Leap Forward was one of the most extreme, bizarre, and eventually catastrophic episodes in 20th political history. Utopian effort to speed up the country’s development so rapidly that China would catch up with Britain and the U.S. in just a few years…sought to propel China into almost complete communism in which t here would be economic and social equality; irrational policies, poor management, wasted resources, suppression of any dissent, and bad weather produced a famine in rural areas that claimed at least 40 MILIION lives. Industrial depression followed the collapse of agriculture and China suffered a terrible economic setback.

-Mao’s “Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution (1966-1976 often just called the Cultural Revolution)” was  Mao’s ideological crusade to jolt China back to his vision of Communism…not an economic development program, but rather a political purification of so-called  class enemies (more utopian idealism) by recruiting military, political, and even youth leaders (Red Guard)  to support him and attack anyone thought to be betraying Mao’s version of Communism, known as Mao Zedong Thought…Red Guards destroyed historical monuments (represented China’s imperial past) , harassed, tortured, and killed people accused of being class enemies, particularly intellectuals and discredited officials , next phase restore political order, Final phase: chose Mao’s successor…claimed at least a million lives and brought the country close to civil war

Collectivization Process undertaken in the USSR under Stalin in the 1920s-30s and Mao in the 1950s by which agricultural lands was removed from private ownership and organized into large state and collective farms.

Den Xiaoping helped the broken Chinese economy after the Great Leap Forward by Completely abandoning the Great leap and used a combination government planning and market oriented policies to stimulate production. it did help, but Mao thought that by the 1960s these policies were threatening his communistic goals and leading China toward capitalism 

Deng’s policies were a “profound break with the Maoist past”  state control of the economy significantly reduced (Deng often thought Mao put too much emphasis on politics and not enough on the economy); market forces allowed to play an increasingly important role; private enterprise encouraged; government allowed foreign investment

Deng’s legacy for China is the Prosperity of the Chinese people and nation, and the continued iron-fisted rule of the CCP
*Both Mao and Deng thought the CCP should have total authority and not be challenged; Deng more capitalist and Mao more communist/command

Later Leaders:

Remarkable thing about the transfer of power from Deng’s successor Jiang Zemin and Jiang’s successor, Hu Jintao  was that it was remarkably predictable and orderly

Jiang, Hu, and China’s new President (and General Secretary AND Chairman of the Central Military Commission), Xi Jinping, are classified as technocrats (i.e. career-minded bureaucrats who administer public policy according to technical rather than a political rationale

	-Gorbachev (1980s) USSR had four policies: perestroika (economic restructuring), glasnost (openness), demokratizatsiia (limited democratization), and new thinking in foreign policy (being more open with other world countries, willing to meet/talk about issues). Po0licies were unsuccessful but did plant seeds for further democratization.

-Yeltsin turned the USSR into a democracy and capitalist country through the four pillars of reform: lifting price controls, encouraging small private business, privatizing state enterprise, and opening economy to international influence. The result was high inflation, declining wages, rising crime, and the start of corruption in the new Russian Federation…TOO FAST, TOO SOON as Russia didn’t know how to “do” democracy or capitalism.


	See other categories with Vincente Fox (PAN) and Enrique Pena Nieto (PRI).
	-Nearly all of Nigeria’s major political leaders are  current or former military generals.
-Goodluck Jonathan:
VP who took over in 2010 when his president died. His presidency continued the typical patterns of corruption, and the patron-clientelism of the PDP (People’s Democratic Party). Reelected in 2011 with some allegations of vote-rigging.

-Muhammadu Buhari: current president; elected 2015 under the banner of the “All Progressives Congress (APC)” political party. This election has been deemed the freest and fairest election of the Fourth republic and most notably the first time in Nigeria’s history that a transition of power occurred as a result of a democratic election.


	President Khatami= create a more open civil society, protecting individual liberties, freedom of expression, women’s rights, and political pluralism, and the rule of law. Khatami gave permission to independent newspapers to criticize the government freely, even the Supreme Leader.
President Ahmadinejad: reverse many of the liberal changes implemented under Khatami, denounced   the West as decadent and took hard line on relations with the U.S. , said Israel should be wiped off the map and that Iran should have NUKES. Press freedoms were stifled, and many independent newspapers were shuttered.
Hassan Rouhani: current president comes from the reformist camp.


	Economic System
	-free-market with remnants of welfare state (National Health Service provides comprehensive and universal medical  care…provides fine, low cost medical care to all British citizens as a matter of right)
	Now China is a Mixed economy; more free market but government still has control over state owned corporations.

CCP  ultimately determines the direction of China’s economy 
Under Mao, China had a “centrally planned economy” (i.e.  An economic system in which the state directs the economy through a series of bureaucratic plans for the production and distribution of goods and services. The government rather than the market, is the major influence on the economy. ALSO called a COMMAND economy).

The “household responsibility system” replaced collective farming and instituted by Deng and remains in effect today. System in which (beginning early 1980s) major decisions about agriculture are made by individual farm families based on profit motive rather than by a people’s commune or government.  Farmland is still owned by the village but contracted out by local government to individual families who take full charge of production and marketing of crops

The “iron rice bowl”  under Mao was A feature of China’s socialist economy (1949-1976) that provided guarantees of  lifetime employment, income, and cradle to grave benefits for most urban and rural workers including health care, day care

*great contradiction in regards to China’s economy is that it is a strong, fast growing economy, though still relatively poor by many per capita standards (i.e a developing country)
There are two things must China do to restructure its economy and hopefully prevent its economic miracle form crashing. They are:  Make sure the work force is less dependent on employment by export-oriented industries which are vulnerable to shifts in the global market AND encourage its citizens to spend more and save less in order to stimulate the domestic economy.
dependent on exports; needs to diversify; high levels of foreign investment

	-Mixed economy: mainly market with some command aspects (state-owned industries like GAZPROM)

-Economy needs to diversify to avoid resource curse of oil 

-poor infrastructure and confusing regulations deter direct foreign investment.


	-free market system

-oil is the major resource; most oil is sold the U.S.A. (PEMEX is the state-owned oil company).

-maquiladoras are factories located near the U.S./Mexican border that produce export goods

***The collapse of oil prices in 1982 made it hard for Mexico to repay the debts it had incurred to develop its national oil industry, and the debt became so bad that Mexico asked the IMF for help.

The IMF agreed to a set of loans to help Mexico avoid default, but in exchange, demanded the imposition of a structural adjustment program of 1982-2000 in which the IMF required (as most SAPS do) to reduce government spending (including salaries and pensions of government employees), privatization of state-owned assets, liberalization of trade policy with more free trade.

-NAFTA
	-developing country: typical problems such as a high rate of extreme poverty, lack of access to basic services such as clean water and electricity, endemic violence between conflicting groups within a society, as well as low rates of  literacy. 
Economic policy and oil: 
Nigeria is a rentier state (i.e. the state’s revenue comes almost exclusively from renting drilling rights for oil to foreign corporations, as opposed to the collection of tax revenue from its own citizens. While the prospect of paying no taxes might seem like a great bargain, it has disastrous effects on democratization and the formation of civil society. The government is dependent upon foreign companies to keep itself in power. It does not need or care to solicit the opinion or support of the Nigerian people, and it has all the money it needs to suppress their dissent if they decided to stand up against the state.
-Nigeria needs to diversify its economy and not be so dependent on oil, especially since most corruption in Nigeria is connected to the state-owned oil company. One study has estimated that corruption accounts for 20% of GDP!

	Iran is a middle income country with higher per capita income than Mexico, Brazil, and South Africa.
Iran’s main natural resource is Oil.

-The “third way” in which some in Iran (as well as exiles) would like to see the political economy develop is: Combining elements of state intervention with free enterprise that is similar to the social democracy favored by the Labor Party in Britain.
-During the era of the Shah Iran increasingly took the shape of a rentier state. The state’s revenue came almost exclusively from renting drilling rights for oil to foreign corporations, as opposed to the collection of tax revenue from its own citizens. While the prospect of paying no taxes might seem like a great bargain, it has disastrous effects on democratization and the formation of civil society. The government was dependent upon foreign companies and the U.S. arms assistance to keep itself in power. It did not need or care to solicit the opinion or support of the Iranian people, and it had all the money it needed to suppress their dissent if they decided to stand up against the state.


	Citizens (types of political participation)
	-more multi-ethnic than ever since disintegration of British Colonialism…

still majority white

-SMP elections


	-voting in rural areas

-protests are swiftly dealt with by the CCP/state (immediate crackdowns and protesters jailed) 
	-direct elections of the Duma and the president, but election results are often suspected of being altered (candidates for Duma must be on approved list approved by Putin).
	Today:

-voting

-protests


	-voting
-political parties

-media critique of the government
	President and Majles, and the Assembly of Experts (even though almost all members are clerics AND the Leader approves all candidates)


	Supranational organizations (identify an organization that the country is a part of; discuss impact of supranational organization on sovereignty)
	-European Union has had MAJOR impact on British sovereignty (e.g. ECJ has judicial review over acts of Parliament and EU regulations control 80% of British economic regulations)…so Britain is much less sovereign than before it joined the EU.
	active member of the UN sitting on the UN Security Council; major player in the world of states.

	WTO and IMF; neither really challenge Russia’s sovereignty BUT they open Russia up to interacting with other nations on the world stage.

NATO; World Bank
	-NAFTA: breaks down trade barriers by reducing/eliminating tariffs with Canada and USA. Also, allows foreign countries to invest/set up factories (maquiladoras).

IMF: The collapse of oil prices in 1982 made it hard for Mexico to repay the debts it had incurred to develop its national oil industry, and the debt became so bad that Mexico asked the IMF for help.

The IMF agreed to a set of loans to help Mexico avoid default, but in exchange, demanded the imposition of a structural adjustment program of 1982-2000 in which the IMF required (as most SAPS do) to reduce government spending (including salaries and pensions of government employees), privatization of state-owned assets, liberalization of trade policy with more free trade.


	-African Union (AU): Nigeria often takes a leadership role in issues requiring joint African action

-Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) Nigeria often takes a leadership role in issues requiring joint African action
	- Iran is a charter member of the United Nations (UN). Although it belongs to all UN specialized agencies, the Republic has not participated as actively as the monarchy in the world organization.
- As a major oil producer and exporter, Iran is a founding member of the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC). Both under the monarchy and under the Republic the government has advocated that OPEC maintain high prices for the oil that members sell on the international market.

	Public Policy (identify and describe 3 recent policies; identify most pressing current problems)
	-Austerity under the Cameron government:  

“austerity”: policy in which drastic cuts are made in government subsidies of public assistance programs in order to reduce government debt (e,g. public housing, welfare benefits/childcare benefits AND a general 20% cut of government spending across the board)…austerity hit lower income people VERY hard as opposed to those “better off”….many government jobs cut AND sharp increases in college tuition. 

-achieving social justice and economic success

- take on climate change, - ensure security from terrorism

-unions endangered (i.e. lost a lot of collective bargaining power in the last few decades

-anti Iraq War
	Most pressing problems:

Democratizing and allowing more human rights.
***making moves to control territory and resources in South China Sea

-revaluing currency to more realistic value to participate more in world trade

 
	Syria:

Putin is in Syria to help Assad stay in power, keep a foothold in the Middle East (base in the Mediterranean), and to gain prestige as a major player affecting policy on the world stage.

Ukraine: support ethnic-Russian separatists to gain influence in a close neighboring country (oil pipeline goes through Ukraine).

Annex Crimea to have sovereignty over former Russia territory.

Seek economic influence/market power in the Baltic States of former USSR (e.g. Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania).

Economic diversification to bolster/grow Russia’s economy , which would also increase  direct foreign investment in Russia.


	-War on drugs: How to defeat the drug cartels, which have caused between 60, 000 and 120,000 deaths since 2006!!

-Corruption: Mexico ranks 103 out of 175 countries on the Corruption Perception Index.

-Mexico wants a definitive policy agreement with the U.S.A. for Immigration of Mexicans to the U.S. as guest workers, so they don’t have to cross into the U.S.A. illegally
	1)  There is little that unites Nigeria’s citizens as a nation other than the history of British colonialism, and the struggle to remain united since independent. This challenge is one of if not the most urgent problems Nigeria faces.
2) Defeating Boko Haram is a major public policy issue/challenge. This Islamic jihadist terrorist group has about 10,000 fighters that control a large territory in northeast Nigeria. Since 2010 Boko Haram has killed about 13,000 civilians and displaced about 1.5 civilians due to violence. In 2014 the group kidnapped 276 girls announcing that they would sell the girls into slavery. The 2015 election was delayed for six weeks because Boko Haram threatened violence.

3) Solving the following problems: high economic inequality, low per capita incomes, low rates of literacy, and problems with HIV/AIDS.

4) -Nigeria needs to diversify its economy and not be so dependent on oil, especially since most corruption in Nigeria is connected to the state-owned oil company. One study has estimated that corruption accounts for 20% of GDP!

	-continued internal tension between the conservative values of the regime and the desire of young, urban, middle-class to modernize and liberalize. These tensions are visible in the public policy debates in the country.
-Iran Nuclear Deal (Iran agrees to stop making nuclear weapons for about ten years, since  the  “P5 +1” ( refers to the UN Security Council's five permanent members (the P5); namely China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the United States; plus Germany have agreed to lift economic sanctions and unfreeze accounts, which will allow Iran’s crippled economy to begin to be repaired.

-Iran’s continued funding of terrorist groups to loosen Sunni control in the Middle East so Iran can become the dominant player in the region 9as the Shiah authority).

	Other?
	-Devolution of unitary regime under Tony Blair in 1997 (i.e. creation of Scottish Parliament and Northern Ireland/Wales assemblies as well as direct election of a London mayor and mayors of their major English cities also)

-decolonization has created a multi ethnic Britain

-“7/7”: terrorist attack by Al-Qaeda on subway and bus (bombs killed 56 people; 700 injured)

-Cameron has challenged cross-party support for multiculturalism

-though UK is a member of the EU it is NOT a member of the Eurozone (i.e. countries using the Euro as their currency); UK still uses the British Pound as its currency
	CCP is the hindrance to Democratizing and allowing more human rights.

Low level of democratization.

Economic freedoms may produce more political freedoms.

Taiwan remains politically separate from the PRC and it still calls itself the Republic of China (most people in Taiwan prefer the status quo idea that for all intents and purposes (including a strong military) it is independent of the PRC but not an internationally recognized country

Should Taiwan continue to work slowly towards reunification with the mainland or should it move towards formal independence from China. The Nationalists favor eventual reunification and the DPP (Democratic Progressive party) is regarded as a pro-independence party
Marxism-Leninism remains an important part of the Chinese party state, at least officially. Marxism-Leninism is the Foundation of communist ideology of China; Marxism refers Karl Marx’s theory of human history emphasizing economic development and the struggle between the rich property-owning  and poor working classes that inevitably leads to revolution…Leninism refers to Lenin’s theories that workers should be organized and led by a communist party to seize political power to bring about socialism and then communism.
People’s Liberation Army encompasses all ground, air, and naval armed forces (and strategic missile forces) and is a “people’s army created and led by the CCP”. It is the world’s largest military force
two things the CCP is now using/cultivating to keep Chinese citizens loyal to their country and the CCP are Nationalism and the love of greatness and antiquity of Chinese culture..i.e. China must once again reclaim its rightful place in the world order and only the CCP can lead the nation in achieving this goal.
-Totalitarianism:  a term also applied to fascist regimes such as Nazi Germany…a system in which the state tries to exercise total control over all aspects of public and private life, including the economy, culture, education, and social organizations through a system of ideological, economic, and political control...prevents all forms of meaningful opposition and dissent…totalitarian states rely heavily on extensive coercion, including terror, as a means to exercise power…so PRC is now an authoritarian system NOT a totalitarian system
-predatory state:  a state in which the government (as in many governments of developing states) preys on their people and the nation’s resources to enrich themselves at the expense of the many
-developmental state: system in which government power and public policy are used effectively to promote national economic growth
China would  best be described as a   developmental state because it has used most of its power to promote economic growth


	-Oligarchs were/are a small group of powerful and wealthy individuals who gained ownership of important industries in the Russian economy due to state reform (mainly Yeltsin in the beginning, but Putin has allowed some to continue). 

	Another regular conflict in Mexico is what to do with Parastatals-large state-owned, yet independent business operations, most of which were created after the influx of oil revue in the 1970s. Parastatals gained a reputation for their high costs and inefficiencies, but were protected from foreign competition through 1982. About 2/3 were sold into the private sector in the 1980s and 1990s EXCEPT PEMEX (national oil company, which still frustrates many people because of its inefficient production and operating losses which the state must subsidize).
	-another chance here to hit structural adjustment: IMF frequently offers loans to developing countries and in exchange these countries must undergo a structural adjustment program, which is an austerity program requires increasing taxes and reducing government spending (usually social programs for the poor and working classes) AND subjecting business to market supply-and-demand prices (rather than government controls) to reduce the nation’s debt. Nigeria underwent this during the Second Republic.
Economic policy and oil: 
Nigeria is a rentier state (i.e. the state’s revenue comes almost exclusively from renting drilling rights for oil to foreign corporations, as opposed to the collection of tax revenue from its own citizens. While the prospect of paying no taxes might seem like a great bargain, it has disastrous effects on democratization and the formation of civil society. The government is dependent upon foreign companies to keep itself in power. It does not need or care to solicit the opinion or support of the Nigerian people, and it has all the money it needs to suppress their dissent if they decided to stand up against the state.


	Iran is a rentier state, which is a state which derives all or a substantial portion of its national revenues from the rent or sale of indigenous resources to external clients.

With sanctions be lifted by the U.S. France, G.B., Germany, China etc., Iran will probably diversify its economy more, especially through foreign direct investment.

-“Islamic fundamentalism”/”Political Islam” :  Terms used to describe radical movements that intertwine religion and politics…implies religious dogmatism, social conservatism, intellectual inflexibility and purity, rejection of the modern world, and literal interpretation of religious texts…Ayatollah Khomeini headed this political ideology  and denounced monarchy and large landowners favoring the oppressed masses
Revolutions of Iran (the 1979 Revolution, NOT the White Revolution), Russia, and China. How are they the same? How different? Same=Overthrew monarchies; different: China creates communist system, Russia creates Commie system; Iran creates Islamic Republic

A major political challenge (internal). The state continues to struggle with how to combine theocracy and democracy, and clerical authority with mass participation.


